
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Breckland Partnership (LSP) 
‘ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT GROUP’ 

Minutes 
 
Date: 1 April 2009 

 
 

Location: Norfolk Room, Elizabeth House, Dereham  

 
Present: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark Fretwell – Breckland Council (Chair) 
Sarah Bruton – Breckland Council 
Stephen Askew – Elected Member 
Claire Bowes – Elected Member 
Martin Mahony – Breckland Council 
Dominic Allen – Norfolk County Council 
Matt Wicks – Energy Savings Trust 
Jan Godfrey – Wayland Partnership 
Dennis Tallon –  Iceni Partnership 
Lucinda Leonard – Norfolk Rural Community Council 
Sylvie King – Breckland Council 

 

 

 

Item   Notes Action 
1. Welcome, Introduction and Apologies 

 
 

 Those attending introduced themselves and were welcomed 
to the second meeting of the LSP Environment Project 
Group.  Apologies for absence were received from Andy 
Heginbotham, Gordon Partridge, David Spencer, David 
Ovenden, George Hayes, Matthew Cross & Mark Stokes. 
 

 

2. Minutes approval & matters arising 

 

 

 It was agreed that the Minutes were recorded as a true and 
accurate account. 
 

 

3. LSP Board feedback 
 

 

 Mark provided feedback from the LSP Board meeting (Feb 
19th). The virtual eco-house was put to the Board as the most 
supported project from the Environmental Project Group. It 
was decided that further work is required to secure funding / 
match funding, as no partners present were willing or able to 
commit funding. An initial quote for £6,000 - £8,000 was 
provided. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

4. Environmental Sustainability & SCS 
 

 

 Mark recommended that now would be a good time for the 
group to start thinking about what it wants to achieve in the 

Mark 
Fretwell 



 

 

Item   Notes Action 
coming year by producing an action plan and strategy. A 
separate meeting is to be arranged to put an action plan and 
strategy together. A meeting to be arranged prior to the next 
Environmental Project group meeting. 
 
The strategy should link in with the National Indicators, NI 
186, NI 187 and NI 188 as well as the local development 
framework.  
 
Dominic advised there are possible quick wins around 
biodiversity and suggested liaising with Scott Perkin who is 
the County Bio-diversity Manager. 
 

 Sarah asked whether the group wanted to widen their scope 
by inviting other agencies such as Norfolk Wildlife Trust, 
Friends of the Earth, NFU and Chamber of Commerce to join.  
 
Mark agreed that it would be a good idea to develop further 
partner contacts. He also suggested involving local 
businesses, as well as Strattons Hotel in Swaffham, Garden 
Science Trust, and the Eco-Bugs (Wayland Community High 
school, Watton), `who were all recently nominated for a Pride 
award in the Greener Breckland category.  

 

ALL  
 
 
 

Mark 
Fretwell 

 Dominic spoke about health links and promoting public 
transport, walking and cycling. He also advised that he has 
been working with the public rights of way office at NCC, 
looking at ways to open up the countryside and to produce 
more healthy walks.  He recommended speaking to Peter 
Barber at NCC. 

 

 

5. Environment Strategy & Environment Weeks 

 
 

 Sarah advised that Breckland Council are planning 2 week 
long events to raise awareness of environmental issues.  The 
events will be held in each of the five market towns. 

 

 

 Spring Clean Week – 14th to 18th April 
The event aims to raise awareness of caring for the 
environment in which we live, and the work which is 
undertaken to keep our market towns clean and tidy.  The 
event will include: 

• An information stand  

• A perspex box to show visitors how much litter has 
been collected in their town/area. 

• Joint litter patrols with our Enforcement Officer and 
the PCSO’s 

• A reward scheme for those who dispose of their litter 
appropriately 

• A cigarette litter focus 

• A presence by our Cleansing Contractor Serco 

• Litter picking sessions with local cub scout groups 
working towards gaining their environment badge.  

 

 

 Energy Week – (dates to be confirmed) 
This week of events will aim to raise awareness of the ways 
in which we can all save energy. Ideas in discussion for this 
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event are: 

• Information available on improvements which can be 
made to properties but also easy changes which do 
not have a cost implication 

• Providing grant/funding information 
 
The Energy Savings Trust is keen to get involved in the 
Energy Week and Matt advised that the energy bus would be 
available, although a driver would be required.  

 

 
 
 

 SB extended an invitation to all LSP Members to join these 
events.  If organisations would like to promote a particular 
environmental project or campaign of their own at these 
events prior notice will be required to ensure sufficient space 
can be managed. 
 

 

 Dominic mentioned the World Environment Day on 5th June 
as well as the Climate Change (small change, big difference 
week) in July and it was suggested that the Energy Week 
could tie in with this. 
 

 

 Environment Strategy 
 
Sarah advised that the year one action plan has now been 
completed. Year 2 themes have been changed and now 
focus on Energy, Waste, Transport, Procurement, Water, 
Natural Environment and Planning and Regulation.  
 
There is a focus this year on improving the environmental 
performance of Breckland’s internal performance, and also a 
number of community initiatives.  Sarah will circulate once 
finalised. 
 
Dominic spoke about the Carbon Trust Standard which was 
created to provide a clear and robust definition of good 
practice and for use as an independent endorsement of an 
organisation’s achievements in carbon reduction. 
The Carbon Trust with organisations to certify their 
performance in measuring, managing and reducing their 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah 
Bruton 

6. Virtual Eco-House 

 
 

 Mark advised that whilst the LSP board hadn’t yet offered any 
funding for the project they would be willing to match fund 
anything we can get elsewhere.  
 
Mark requested that all partners investigate possible funding 
avenues and develop a funding report to be taken to the next 
LSP board, on 14th May. 

 

ALL 

 Jan advised that she had recently spoken with a local 
developer who showed interest in the project and asked for a 
separate meeting to be arranged with the developer to 
discuss further 

 

Jan Godfrey/ 
Mark 
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 Sarah spoke about her recent meeting with CRed - The  
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Community Carbon Reduction Project based in the East of 
England. The CRed System is an online resource which 
provides the CRed community with information, advice and 
access to online tools to help them in their carbon saving 
efforts via the central website. CRed has developed a range 
of carbon auditing tools for use by business, households, 
schools and other organisations.  
 
Sarah advised that cost of joining CRed would be £45k. 
 
Some concerns were raised over the £45K cost and Matt 
suggested using the Energy Savings Trust as they may be 
able to provide similar assistance. 
 
Sarah/Martin to investigate CRed/EST offerings. 
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7. Nottingham Declaration 

 
 

 Mark Fretwell spoke about the declaration which recognises 
the central role of local authorities in leading society’s 
response to the challenge of climate change. By signing the 
Declaration councils pledge to systematically address the 
causes of climate change and to prepare their community for 
its impacts.  

Mark advised that the declaration is being taken to full council 
on 23rd April to be signed off for Breckland Council and invited 
partners to join Breckland in signing up. He suggested that 
this would be a good launch pad for the group and a good 
place to start publicity etc.  
 
Mark requested that Partners take this back and discuss with 
their members and feed back to him. He stressed that this 
needed to be done ASAP due to the timescales involved.   
 

ALL 

8. Energy Savings Trust – Overview 

 
 

 Matt explained that the EST is a national organisation, broken 
down into regions with advice centres that give free, impartial 
advice on energy saving.  

 

 

 Although they are more focussed on householders than 
businesses, EST do offer a one to one support programme 
for local authorities to help develop action plans and look at 
estate management. They are currently working with Norwich 
City Council. 
 
Sarah advised that Breckland Council are in the process of 
signing up to this. 

 

 

 Matt advised that the EST offers driver training to businesses 
at a cost of £25 pp (minimum 24 people). 
 
Dominic advised that NCC also offer this training, although 
was unsure of specific costs. 
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 Dennis raised concerns regarding the honesty of money 

saving messages associated with fitting solar panels etc as it 
may actually take up to 40 years to see an actual saving.  
 
Dominic advised that the Carbon Trust website has full details 
of all the various options and the realistic savings associated 
with them.  
 
Matt also advised that the EST would always promote 
improvements such as insulation before considering solar 
panels etc. 
 
Martin recommended speaking to Breckland’s resident 
energy expert, Gordon Partridge, as he gives very honest and 
impartial advice. 

 

 Lucinda asked whether the Energy Savings Trust provide 
energy audits of Community centres, which they don’t at 
present. 
 
Sarah advised that this is the sort of service Breckland would 
very much like to provide and it is currently being investigated 
further.  

 

9. Funding & Future agenda Items 
 

 

 Dominic informed the group of £350K which is available 
through the Smart Cities programme - a project aimed to 
develop and set best practice in delivering council services 
using ICT. Dominic provided members of the group with an 
information sheet giving further details of the project. Tim 
Anderson and Louise Cornell at County are involved. 
 

 

 Dominic also advised the group of The Partnership for 
Renewables, which is an experienced team of renewable 
experts that work with public sector bodies to develop and 
manage renewable energy projects across the UK. There is 
half billion allocated to this project. 
 

 

 Mark summarised the possible funding avenues that had 
been discussed and reminded everyone to keep investigating 
other funding avenues. 

 

ALL 

 Mark gave the group his suggestions for future agenda items, 
which included a climate change workshop, a small rural 
village pilot study regarding carbon footprint, Rural Proofing 
Opportunities (retrofit).  
 

 

 Mark also suggested producing an information booklet, 
similar to the Cleaner, Safer, Greener charter with information 
and contact details regarding energy saving. This could be 
produced in house to reduce the costs involved.  
 

 

 Sarah advised that Breckland are currently working on a case 
study where 3 houses trial various energy saving gadgets. 
 

 

 Mark put forward a range of project ideas which were agreed 
as future discussion and/or agenda items: 

1. Climate change workshop 
2. Rural villages pilot study (carbon footprint) 
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3. Information booklet (cleaner, safer, greener charter) 
4. Rural Proofing opportunities 
5. Providing simple energy saving advice 
6. Big Green challenge application (NRCC) 
7. Using a community as a pilot to educate on energy 

saving using peer pressure 
8. Bulk insulation / oil purchasing 
9. Community Power sourcing (micro-generation and co-

operative schemes) 
10. Community agriculture projects 
11. Schools – Energy audits / env. competition 

10. Any Other Business 
 

 

 Dominic recommended going to see ‘Age of Stupid’ - a film 
about Climate Change which is on at cinema city in Norwich 
on Monday 6th April at 8.30pm. 

 

 

11. Date of future meeting 
 

 

 Mark advised that the next meeting on 17th June may need to 
be changed as the housing team are not available on that 
date. Mark to advise once date has been confirmed. 
 

Mark Fretwell 

 The next  LSP Board meeting is on 14th May  
Meeting Closed 3.30pm 

 

 


